‘Streets of Gold’ to return
to State Theatre for the Arts

BY Frances Borsom Zaiac
Hewaldl Stamidard Stafl” 1Fifer

"Streets of Gold,"™ te musleal drae
| tna about carly 20th century fmmi-
granle lo seuthwestern Pennsylva:
rla's coal ficlds, will returm o the
State Theatre Center for the Arts in
Ligdontown this Oetsler

Thlbed as the epening show foe the
State Theatre's JO00-N01 senson,
“Strects of Gold™ will play for (hres
srpeks in what's hoping tio becoie &
fotirdsl attraction to deaw people into
the dren from as far away o Daltl-
g namd Washengton, [,

1 foct, offictals nre looking ot
“Strocts of (rold”™ = & long-tern pro-
ject in which it may becmme a per-
manent sumimer shiw for the State
Theatee, The dded &t poll toerisis

in 1o see the musical and then keep
theim overnieht o see ofher aren at-
tractints,

“ere podng fo give it o try and
soe how it poes” snid Robert Eberly.
spokcsman for the Fherdy Pounds-
thom, which is spansoring the show.
s pood story 1o tell”

“Steects: of Gold™ [ollows three
generathsis ol the Ialian Delrenta
fembly during the 19008 s they seok
to meake a better Life for thomeelves
and ther children’s children in the
souihwestern Pennsylvanin  conl
felds,

Oiriginally commissdoed in 1992
by Fayette County Commmbssioner
Frod Lebsder and’ Ebecly, presldent
af Greysione Productions, “Strocis

Mlese sed Encarg, Fare A2

Cénter tor the Arls
Wednesday in a
prass conlarence al

the Fayelie County

left) Undanbown
Mayor James Sileo,
Chris Wagnar,
puecullve direclor
for the Stale
Theatre Cenler lor
the Arts, and Tom
Detitta, writor of
the production.

DaLE LnCmHan
Ml i




Mupping
plans for the
historical
dirmmn that
will be
presented at
the State
Theatre are
(et to rigehe)
aywiight
Foin DeTitta,
Kohert
Eberly, Ron
lnnmone wod
Rick Frank.

(I Rerahd-Aandard Flavio by Jor SchiMesnet )

Historical drama scheduled at State Theatre

By KRIS SCHIFFRAUER
HMerald-Siandard Staff Weiter

fmmigranty who eame 1o Amenica around
the turm of the century made a similar
discovery that Christopher Columbus made
SO0 yenrd ago,

A Monh Carolina ﬁra}wn'ghl will finish an
hilstarical drnvma on the theme of discoverin
America in time for the -quim.w:rjtﬂ'l.l.'liaJ]I
anpiversary of Columbus Dy,

The Bberly Family Foundation, Lakeview
Theater ol Maorganiown, Wova,, and the Siale
Theatre Conter for the Arts will bring the
drama o Unbomtown thes (all,

The |.||i:|:'i|:|:|.| vk cliroinlcles the lived of a6
fralian immigrant family a4 i scttles in the
Unioniown area and tres o0 0L into American
culture. Unionkzation of the miming industry
aisd the eflect o thig |Jl|:|t|!|- 1€ anolhed thene
runining throughout the play. The action is

TNHJI stractured and takes place around the
frm of the cemury and info present day,

The commissioned play will open at the
State Theatre Center for the Arts in Uniontown
an Ot 10 and run through Oct, 17,
 Lakeview Theater will produce the play by
To DeTinea,

Hobert Eberly said the play may be
presented of Gren! Meadows ﬁmpgilhr;n:: in
1953, He noted the historical drama ™ Young
Wiashingion™ [ailed iwice 31 the amphitheater,
but he is optimistic about the succesy of
DreThina's wisrks.

Eberly explained the I!lnjn;l began lasi
Fabruary with a letter to Fayette County
commibisioner Fred Lebder from DeTiita,

DeTitia was successiul in writing and
producing “ The Kench of Sopg"™ In Georgia,
which was adopted o= the officin] play of the
#tale. He abso contribuled to the building of an
amphitheater. A Duke University graduate,

DeTittn 15 a Tuhllth:d suthor, uy well as
froslucer ansd playwright.

"W talked about the ethaic resources in
car arcs and 1wl Tom sbout the number of
ple from Italy,” said Eberly. _

He added DeTitta was encouraged o write
ibout the aren’s ethoic experience, not
neceddarily of the Imlians, but all who came
Bere and worked in the mines

DeTilta made foar tfipe to the area 1o
resparch the subject. He inlorviewed many
locul people aboul their expeniendes

He uII.-..u traveled o Mew York and Bastem
Europe to visit locations significant to the
i g i

"lﬁvuryun: in the area, if not directly
involved In the coal story, had a relative wiio
wis, Hverybody had something (o do with the
immigrant story,” sald DeTista.

“What went an here during the coal boom,

(See HISTORICAL on Page B-3)
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Historical drama scheduled

(Continued from Page B-1)

| think is ol tremendous importance., "

He said immigrants at one time were not proud of their ethnic
Backgrowmd but have renewed inlerest in the past comparable 10 the |';|i5.|.;|.|-‘||.
of Mew York's Ellis Island, where many immigrants first entered Americo.

Ellis Istand was in disrepair and lcr{ to deteriorute for many years until
Al was converted recently inlo o museuns,

Discovery is the idea behind the play,

DeTitts <abd the act of coming to the New Waoarld as an immigrant in the
turn of the century s significant to the celebration of Columbus Day.

"lmigine onc of us breaking all the ties we have and going thousands
ol mikes away to start o new life," said Eberly.
~ Ron lannone of Lakeview Theiter annownced that trv-outs will be held
in April and five weeks of rehearsal will begin Sept. . The prosuction will
incorporate local people as dancers as well a5 minos and major actors,

Chut many arcas have the opportunity o watch a musical being
developed.™ said lanhone. "It 8 an exceptionnl opportunity for young
people 1 walch a play being bom,™

He added students and teachers will have the apportunity to follow the
progress af the play which s now being drafted.

Music amd lyrics will be the original compositions of Frank Lewin,
professor of music at Yale University, Lewin's accomplishments include
I:Illcu'h:r MUSKC, operas, concerl compasitions, Tilm, wlevision and histarical

ATTRIT
e State Theatre Center for the Arts will assist Lakeview Theater with
teket sales and technicul support and make available rebearsal and
perlormance space,

Rick Frank, president of the State Theatre board, said the thenier has
received o great deal of support from the community and is compelled as
an ofgankzalion 10 give something back.

“We don't have a lot of historical dramas to offer, This s one we would
like to be able 1o present and Contribute 10" said Frank, “We are exalted
about the pportunity amd sppreciate the opportunity 10 be a form for this
project.””

Tickets will o on sale the first week of April,




