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“And Grace Will
Lead Ne [lome™

Play recalls the horror
of captivity, the joy
of survival

Mandy Flynn

Sewri v Fma® i

b beteror of cap-
tivity. The suste-
nance of hope.
The joy of sur-
wival
Audienees wilnessing
=And Grace Will Lead Me
Home: The American POW
Drama.” ind it hard o
-J.r-hrr||:w: I'h-ur einclions
following this powerful
producton thal porirays
the prizoner of war experi-
ence throughout histary:
Now plaving at Georgia
Seuthweatern University
in Americus, the play con-
tinues through Saturday.
We make people laugh
We make people cry” sald
Ron Martin of Atlanta,
production manager for
ek pridect "We knew thst
"2 a very strong project
and it has proven to be
very powerful for us and
for oigr avd:ences.”

Yasuteru Todl, lefl, plays a
Chiness interrogator ques-
tioning Michae! Loper, who

Whritten by Tom DeTitia,
wriler in residence al
GEW, and directed by
GeofTrey Hiteh of Pitts-
burgh, the play is 2o
against the back drop of

Andersonville Prison,
where Union soldiers
were held captive by
the Confederacy dur-
ing the Cral War.
Though much of its
content deals with the
Civil War, the play
spans genernbions of
Caplive expenendce
including World War
11, and the Korean and
Vielnam wars

In preparing for the
play, DeTitta inter-
viewed a number of

former prisoners of
war to gain an under-
standing of how they
viewed their captivity.
Two of these inter-
vigwed, Bill Fornes of
Valdodta and Bill Price of
Marietta, appear in the
play and tell of their exps-

“It teok me 20 years to
learn how to eat rice again
and 30 years before [ could
talk to people about my

captivity withour feeling
uncomfortable,” said
Formea, a fighter pilot shot
down in Korea and beld
prisoner for 13 months.

A punoer during World
War II, Price was gpunned

Seecial Phatz

portrays an American prison-
or of war,

down ever Japan and held
eaptive for five months,

“Far Mmany years the
oaly people 1 could talk to
about my PUW expern-
ences were other former
POWs and close family
members” he aaid. “Shar-
ing all of thix first with the
cast and then with the
audience has really helped
me put many things into
perspective, even after all
these years.”

The powerful cast
mncludes actors from
across the country, as well
as several area actors and
musicians known for their
talents. Among them are
Kangelon Dexter. Bruce
Wright, Bill Wright,
William Wright, We r}d}
Wright and Jade Tucker,
IlJ.l 1:»!'_-\.!':5\3.&_-.-. Deanna ]'ﬁ:.:-
wins of Albany is music
director for the production

“The music is outstand-
ing and the acting superh,”
BMartin said of the project
that has been in the mak-
ing for the past couple of
years. The play is well-
suited far the entire fami-
Iy, he said, beginning with
children around age 10

"It is very moving ...
mesi definitely a perfor-
MAnCE everyone can leam
from,.” be added.

Fred Bayles, superinten-
denr of the Andersonville
Histeric Site in Sumter
County, agresd

“This powerful drama
capturea the essence of the

¥ experience that is
camman to all who have

endured

Foagial PRt

Left vo right. Todd Wilson, Ron Fross, Leonard  Grace Will Lead Mo Home: An Amaerican POW
House and Ken Johnson deplct life at Anderson- Drama,” now playing in Amerkcus.
ville Prison Camp during & performance of “And

eus said the p;*rr'u' manee
i% inspiraticnal

“It showcases the spirit
of blacks who never gave
up hope, kept their ayes o0
the Lond and drew their
strength from Him " she

said.
Proceeds

caplivity - B from the pro-
under our fi wfk oo 'n-"'“’_” duction will
aggressars” 10 learn how fo eat rice help in reno-
Boyles said. again and 30 years vation of the
ThePark  pofore [ could talk o historic Rylan-
Service) has Ie abe der Theater in
Laped inter- PEOPie BUOHT. MY downtown
views of for-  caprivity without feeling  Americus,
mer POWs uncomfortable.” Martin said.
and the one Plans include
thread that BiLL FORNES. sytting the
runs Held capive  stage next
through all for 13 months duritg  summer for
of their ato- the Korean War  another per-
ries no mat- formance at

ter how their indrcidual
confinements differed is
the indomitable will to
survive and 1o evercome
the suffering and degrada-
tion.

“This play conveys the
strength of the human
spirit whether at Ander-
soaville, in Warld War 11,
in Korea or Vietnam,” he
aaid

The play also portrays
the pain and suffering of
hlack slaves

Darenda Garth of Amer-

Geongia Southwestern
University, with future
performances at the
Rylander Theater upon its
rektoralion

The play will continue
this week at 8 pom. August
7 through Saturday at the
Georgia Southwestern
University Fine Arta The-
ater. Tickets are 312 for
adults and £5 for children
under 12 Group rates are
available,

For tickets and informa-
tiom, call (9120 931-00:01,
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Audience held
captive by play

“Blen are freest when they are
ol wmoonsses of fresdom” -
[LH Lawrenoe

1510 prccsatibe o bedcd deaponden| vl
uplifesd, deplted el overllving
ravenoet vel esled, poacelal yod
Larreismie? Yes, and Ia AR o |t o
rvriad olber crmothons as well

How respomses vheeled throagh
e aubenee [lowing e presrder of
Toum DeTitba's “And Craco Wil Lead
Me Heme: The American POW
Diramia,” Wedsesday nighl in the Fine
Arts Thealer on the eampus of (rior
pla Souhwestern State Unbrersity

Sel primorily in snd around
Anderaamdlle Confsderale Prison
duriag e final yeass of the Chdl War,
e ;l_n.' is deminated by powerful
Hlages frem Lhe TEry l,n-_g'r.nhg
Thees mwen whowly, quiethy, enter in
darimess from stape lelt and right
whiks Ibe house Eghis rermain on

Amidsl preetings and general con-
sersation of the helffall house it
taket s seyvral minuies 1o realine
thse product bon has begun, a= the tno
enbers the apeiliphl ot conter slage,
e=auamiing the stmwces of the Bpures
i the Leaargun Siad ue, poalpledby the
late Bill Thomp=en of Alhens

The sistue, dedicsied o all
FUWE, slands sl Andersoaville
Matlonal Hislerle Ste and repre

Lifestyles

Americus Times-Recordear

Friday, July 19, 19596 —

eerls, acvording te woane indorpre
tatone, the solfering of homandly
Christ and the angel of desth. Dne
POWs arm embrages the shoulders
of Bhe one &t cenler whe gestanes
hesrechirgly toawmd a seemiagh
ancertakn yet bopeful future, while
another, leaning ona cruteh, bs being
supperied by e man al ceater

I iz o dramatically sterk end riv
alirg begimning io a gpeawd T work
wilth muliple perspecthes of the
prisaner of war experience through
oul tiree, interasyen withithrends of
man's inhumanily o man, the
ndamitakilily of the spirit. the
bumar conditicn, isalation, escape,
Jusbor and remEmbrance

But foremosd are (he themes of
survival and frecdsm os movingly
narraled by ten former POWe, Rill
Fornes and Bill Price, wha tell thelr
own Hones inlermitienily whibe
acton conlimmees an Lhe slag-

The sot, the coslames, the Hzhi
mg. the graphic Hack and white
sthdes, as well iz mostly & capells
Evasic, adl bend fo Lhe I'|.|'I.I‘r|:"'n1:||.1[“r'. ol
a wark drswn from Uve histery and
culbure of our srea

DeTitta has presented the poophe
of Southwesd Georgin a rare gt to be
shired wigh olhere. He remalas trie
1 hur bt t andd e allons o b ko

Life within the confines of Ander
sonille Prizon cenlers oa lour
Union soklies, cach bringing his
unigue elery and presendee o boar
in an epic of emotional sufering
capthity, slarvalion, (isente, slav
ery of the soul and, consistently, a
el a yeaaning fere lreodom

“I we slnl working togelher Lo
Eve we're d{'.'lngn e, one caldier
implores 1o his fellow prissners. We
kS AN aoaktnoe, are folly invalved

We are mpricoeed watl Uhem. We
fewl Uhair T, theky husper. thiir
fear of themaches, of thelr cnplors,
and of each other:

Methags the mosd prverfd o
many emational soenen jo the Lot
the storm sequence. The lighting b
5o close io reably you can almosl
gmiell the orone. There b a velvety
choak of intimacy belween ile play
et and andienes inthis pently moy
mng |i.;.:,l1l W are lled

Thie is when Frank Wil &5 Abra
ham, pved hi pul-wrenching selilo
gy ethood by the lestament o
William Wrighl as his ssn, az the
gospel angek offer an cpbomeral
Ekiscl backdron

It b= once again, unilying asd clec
trafving and daterbing o ol anoon
#"HHHF WHYT Thir sl sistass |'-r-r|': a
part of Uhis experience. Al plar's emd
the messages of the POW drama
have been recelved. B 0t |8 over
shelming forua Mamy weep oponly
znd embrace sach odher, while ot
ers relnes alene (o absork or mogrn
of celebrabe ar reflect in prvate

DeTilta has written amd produced
a play so vivid, g0 real, zo painful, so
poweriul, =0 provecalive thal we
each lake somithing potgnant home
o ponder Wie may nol be corlaln
what thal zemicthing is, ammore
than dses Bl Frics, whe essw that
even vears folbowing Ms mearcern
tior, he still searches for something,
ioagk he deezn’t mow what

Dt we are closer Lo (hal knowl
l"l!,m| rev | s re vl aseer by

“Frrith fr nod o parfiest knonelodge
of things. therefare if we bope faith
e hope for things which ore nod
Jeed, which ore frue ™ — The Ronk
of Aformon

1
Price,
Andrea Thomas and former POW Bill Fornes, at cast party.

From loft, Mayor Russell Thomeas Jr., former POW Bl
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POW DRAMA PREMIERS HERE

From left, Carolyn Turner talke with cas! mombere Pamela
Rowel-Andrews and Willlam Wright.



